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NO LINK BETWEEN ESTROGEN USE, Use of noncontraceptive estrogens by pre- or 
BREAST-CANCER RISK, STUDY SHOWS post-menopausal women does not appear to 
increase the r i s k of breast cancer, even 
among groups reportedly at higher r i s k such as long-term estrogen users or 
those with a family history of the disease. The report by researchers at the 
Drug Epidemiology Unit appeared i n the July 6 issue of the Journal of the 
American Medical Association. 
The study, which has received national media at t e n t i o n , was based on 
interviews with more than 3,000 women i n hospitals across the country from 1976 
to 1981. The researchers compared h i s t o r i e s of estrogen use by 1,610 breast-
cancer patients with that of 1,606 women of corresponding ages hospitalized 
for other conditions. Contrary t o many e a r l i e r reports based on smaller sample 
sizes, "there i s now strong evidence to suggest that these drugs do not 
increase the ove r a l l r i s k of the disease," according to the report. 
The researchers estimated the r e l a t i v e r i s k to users of conjugated or 
other noncontraceptive estrogens compared to non-users to be less than 1 
percent. Furthermore, the data suggest no increased r i s k f o r women who have 
used estrogens f o r many years, even at high doses or i n the distant past, or 
for those who have had one or both ovaries removed. 
Researchers involved i n the study were David W. Kaufman, Sc.D., senior 
investigator; Lynn A. Rosenberg, Sc.D., assistant d i r e c t o r of the DEU; Samuel 
Shapiro, M.B., F.R.C.P.(E), direc t o r of the DEU; and Donald R. M i l l e r , M.S., 
and Susan P. Helmrich, M.S., epidemiologists. 
WOTIZ SUCCEEDS BLACK AS Dean Sandson recently announced that Herbert 
CANCER CENTER DIRECTOR H. Wotiz, Ph.D., has been named director of 
the Hubert H. Humphrey Cancer Research Center 
at BUSM. Wotiz, who helped plan the Center and has held several key positions 
w i t h i n the organization, succeeds Paul H. Black, M.D., professor and chairman 
of the Department of Microbiology. 
"Dr. Herbert Wotiz i s one of the outstanding s c i e n t i s t s i n the f i e l d of 
cancer research. I am ce r t a i n he w i l l provide the leadership to keep the 
Center at the f o r e f r o n t of research i n t h i s important f i e l d , " Dean Sandson 
said of the appointment, which was approved by the Boston University Board of 
Trustees on June 13. "At the same time we greatly appreciate the excellent 
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contributions that Dr. Black has made to the Cancer Center over the l a s t f i v e 
years," Sandson said. 
Wotiz, who also i s a professor of biochemistry, joined the BUSM facu l t y i n 
1950. His i n i t i a l research assignment was to set up the School's f i r s t cancer 
research laboratory. In 1982, he was appointed the Center's deputy director 
and he became research coordinator at the Center i n 1983. 
Black, director of the Center since 1979, gave up the position to devote 
more time to his research and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s as chairman of the Department 
of microbiology. Sidney Cooperband, M.D., was the f i r s t director of the 
Center. He died i n 1979 at age 4 7. 
MESCON RETIRES AS DERMATOLOGY After serving as chairman of the Department 
HEAD; POCHI INTERIM CHAIRMAN of Dermatology f o r 32 years, Herbert Mescon, 
M.D., stepped down from the post i n August. 
Mescon w i l l retain his f a c u l t y position of professor of dermatology. His 
administrative duties have been transferred to Peter E. Pochi, M.D., who w i l l 
serve as interim chairman of the Department. Pochi also w i l l serve as acting 
chief of the Section of Dermatology at University Hospital, a position that 
Mescon had also held. 
Dean Sandson, who announced the t r a n s i t i o n , said that Mescon's 32-year 
tenure as chairman " i s a remarkable achievement...You have contributed a great 
deal to dermatology, to the School and t o the hospitals." 
A dinner and reception honoring Mescon were held i n June at the Brockton ~ 
Art Museum. Many of the 93 former residents and fellows who trained under 
Mescon attended the event along with other friends and colleagues. Mescon was 
presented a p o r t r a i t of himself, which w i l l hang i n the Department at the 
School of Medicine. He also received a piece of Steuben glass and an album 
containing photos and notes from h i s past and present colleagues. 
The 6S-year-old Mescon said he w i l l "continue to teach, continue to 
practice and continue work i n skin pathology, without having to do the 
administrative work." A 1942 BUSM graduate, Mescon became the f i r s t f u l l - t i m e 
member of the Department of Dermatology when he was named Department chairman 
i n 1952. The Department now i s a highly respected combined c l i n i c a l and 
research center with a strong residency program. Pochi received his M.D. 
degree from BUSM i n 1955. He joined the BUSM faculty i n 1962 and currently i s 
a professor of dermatology. 
CONSTRUCTION OF UH REPLACEMENT The Medical Center's Parking Lot A has been 
BUILDING, PHONE SYSTEM BEGINS reduced by 30 spaces to make way for the 
i n s t a l l a t i o n of a new telephone system for 
the Medical Center, and the en t i r e A Lot w i l l be closed i n l a t e summer for the 
construction of University Hospital's Q Building. An announcement concerning 
al t e r n a t i v e parking w i l l be made p r i o r to the closing. 
In the coming months, a si x t h f l o o r w i l l be added to the Hospital's Health 
Services Building to house emergency generators f o r the Q Building, as well as 
telephone switch gear for the Medical Center's new telephone system. Dimension 
2000, expected to be i n operation early next year. A new system i s necessary 
because the Medical Center has reached the l i m i t a t i o n s of i t s present Centrex 
system, according to Edwin Stedman, UH's director of Security and Tele-
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communications. The new service also w i l l o f f e r such features as transfers, 
group pickup and c a l l forwarding. 
The Q Building, expected to be completed i n 1986, w i l l house 131 surgical 
beds, a 16-bed surgical intensive care u n i t , operating and recovery rooms, 
diagnostic radiology, admitting, a pharmacy, a consolidated materials-
management u n i t , and a lobby, g i f t shop and coffee shop. In addition, 
renovations w i l l be made i n other hospital buildings. 
BOARD OF VISITORS TOUR LABS, Among the featured events at t h i s year's 
SEE NEW VIDEO PRESENTATION BUSM Board of V i s i t o r s meeting were the 
presentation of a new School of Medicine 
video program and tours of laboratories i n the School's recently dedicated 
Centers for Advancement i n Health and Medicine. The day-long event, held on 
June 15, also included talks by several BUSM researchers including Arthur J. 
Roberts, M.D., recently appointed professor and chairman of the Department of 
Cardiothoracic Surgery, who spoke on recent advances i n cardiac surgery. 
Four new members were elected to the 42-member Board t h i s year. They 
are: Richard Alberding, senior vice president, international, of 
Hewlett-Packard Co., Palo A l t o , C a l i f . ; Richard Marcus, chairman and chief 
executive o f f i c e r of Nieman-Marcus, Inc., of Dallas; Pat O'Connor, p r i n c i p a l 
partner of the O'Connor and tfennan law f i r m , Washington, D.C.; and Laszlo 
Tauber, M.D., a surgeon at Jefferson Memorial Hospital i n Washington, D.C., 
and a c l i n i c a l professor of surgery at Georgetown University. 
BUSM FACULTY NAMED IN 'BEST Several BUSM faculty members were named i n 
MEDICAL SPECIALISTS' LIST the recently revised Town § Country magazine 
l i s t of "The Best Medical Specialists i n the 
U.S." The "exclusive directory," f i r s t published six years ago, has been 
updated t o allow for new medical treatments and newly established physicians. 
I t i s the result of queries to more than 300 physicians. 
Among those judged by t h e i r peers to be superior doctors i n t h e i r f i e l d s 
are the following BUSM physicians: Jerome S. Brody, M.D., a professor of 
medicine and associate professor of biochemistry and associate director of the 
Pulmonary Center; Alan S. Cohen, M.D., the Conrad Wesselhoeft Professor of 
Medicine and director of the Multipurpose A r t h r i t i s Center; Robert J. Krane, 
M.D., professor and chairman of the Department of Urology; James C. Melby, 
M.D., a professor of medicine and physiology; Peter E. Pochi, M.D., a 
professor and interim chairman of the Department of Dermatology; Thomas J. 
Ryan, M.D., a professor of medicine; Gordon L. Snider, M.D., a professor of 
medicine and associate professor of biochemistry and director of the Pulmonary 
Center; and M. Stuart Strong, M.D., professor and chairman of the Department 
of Otolaryngology. 
BUSM PROFESSORS WRITE BOOKS Two books by BUSM faculty members recently 
ON MEDICAL TESTS, NUTRITION were published. "The Complete Book of 
Medical Tests," w r i t t e n by BUSM professors 
Mark A. Moskowitz, M.D., and Michael E. Osband, M.D., was published t h i s year 
by W.W. Norton and Co., New York. Moskowitz, an assistant professor of 
medicine, and Osband, an assistant professor of pediatrics, wrote the 
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comprehensive guide to answer questions patients and th e i r families commonly 
have about the nature, cost and outcome of medical tests. The book also 
provides information on the use of tests i n routine physical examinations and 
for specific patient populations, such as children, pregnant women, the 
elderly and athletes. 
Janina Galler, M.D., a professor of psychiatry, edited the f i f t h volume of 
"Human Nutrition--A Comprehensive Treatise," which recently was published by 
Plenum Press, New York. " N u t r i t i o n and Behavior" presents the available 
evidence l i n k i n g n u t r i t i o n and human behavior from early childhood to old age. 
MARQUIS APPOINTED BY GOVERNOR Judith K. Marquis, Ph.D., an associate 
TO STATE PESTICIDE BOARD professor of pharmacology, recently was named 
a member of the Massachusetts Pesticide Board. 
Marquis, who was sworn i n by Gov. Michael S. Dukakis i n May, i s serving a one-
year term on the Board, which addresses regulatory and health issues related 
to the use and d i s t r i b u t i o n of pesticides i n Massachusetts. The Board consists 
of six appointees and several ad hoc members. 
GRANT AWARDED TO EXPAND The Boston Area Health Education Center 
BAHEC HEALTH CAREERS PROGRAM recently was awarded a $124,000 grant by the 
Jessie B. Cox Charitable Trust. The grant, 
given through the Trustees of Health and Hospitals of the City of Boston, w i l l 
enable BAHEC o f f i c i a l s to expand the a c t i v i t i e s of th e i r Health Careers Prep 
Program t o include outreach a c t i v i t i e s to Boston public middle schools. Aimed 
at fostering student interest i n pursuing health careers, the program offers 
such opportunities as classes i n science and computers. Scholastic Aptitude 
Test preparation, f i n a n c i a l aid and counseling. In May, BAHEC held i t s f i f t h 
graduation ceremonies for Boston high school students who graduated from the 
program. 
Boston Area Health Education Center i s an e n t i t y of the Boston Department 
of Health and Hospitals which works i n partnership with Boston University i n 
the continuing development of the Boston University Area Health Education 
Program. The organization's mission i s to a t t r a c t and retain health 
professionals working i n the inner c i t y of Boston. 
FELSON RECEIVES GRANTS FROM David T. Felson, M.D., an assistant professor 
MEDICAL, ARTHRITIS FOUNDATIONS of medicine, was one of 21 local s c i e ntists 
awarded postdoctoral research fellowships from 
The Medical Foundation, Boston. Felson also received the A r t h r i t i s Foundation 
A r t h r i t i s Investigator Award, a two-year $48,000 grant. Felston i s studying 
the epidemiology of o s t e o a r t h r i t i s of the knee. By id e n t i f y i n g the r i s k 
factors of o s t e o a r t h r i t i s , Felson hopes to be able to evaluate and design 
preventive and treatment approaches to t h i s wide-spread a f f l i c t i o n of the 
elderly population. 
COOPER C0M4JNITY CENTER The 1984 Hattie B. Cooper Community Center 
AWARD TO ARLETTE TAYLOR Friendship i n Life Award was given post-
humously to A r l e t t e M. Taylor, area mental 
health coordinator at the Solomon Carter Fuller Mental Health Center. Taylor 
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was k i l l e d i n an automobile accident i n A p r i l . 
At the Center's annual meeting, William M. Gibson, superintendent and area 
director of the SCFMHC, paid t r i b u t e to Taylor f o r her dedicated service to 
the community. A contribution to the scholarship fund established i n Taylor's 
name for her daughter was given as part of the award. The Cooper Community 
Center was established i n 1916 as a multi-purpose neighborhood service agency. 
DEBORAH FRANK HEADS Deborah A. Frank, M.D., an assistant professor 
BCH FAILURE TO THRIVE TEAM of pediatrics, has been named chairperson of 
the Failure to Thrive team at Boston City 
Hospital. The team was established with an $87,500 grant from the state 
Department of Public Health through the Trustees of Health and HDspitals of 
the City of Boston. I t w i l l run through September 1985. The team w i l l 
provide a spectrum of diagnostic, intervention and maintenance services and 
w i l l focus on the n u t r i t i o n a l status of a t - r i s k children between the ages of 
two months and nine years. 
RYSER VISITS EUROPEAN LABS Hugues J.-P. Ryser, M.D., Ph.D., a professor 
TO DISCUSS RESEARCH FINDINGS of pathology, pharmacology, and biochemistry, 
recently completed a tour of several European 
laboratories. He participated i n seminars and consulted with leading 
researchers on his work i n endocytosis of macromolecular drug carriers and 
selective k i l l i n g of tumor c e l l s through endocytosis of macromolecular drug 
carriers. Laboratories he v i s i t e d included I n s t i t u t de Cancerologie et 
d'Immunogenetiques, V i l l e j u i f , France; Norsk Hydro's I n s t i t u t e f o r Cancer 
Research, Oslo, Norway; and Anatomisches I n s t i t u t e , University of Berne, 
Switzerland. Ryser i s collaborating on his work with Wei-Chiang Shen, Ph.D., 
an associate research professor of pathology and pharmacology. 
GOTTLIEB PARTICIPATES IN Leonard S. Gottlieb, M.D., M.P.H., professor 
PATHOLOGY MEETINGS and chairman of the Department of Pathology, 
was a member of the work group on decision 
analysis at the recent NIH National Disgestive Disease Advisory Board meeting 
held at the Lahey Clinic i n Burlington, Mass. The seven-member group was 
working on national screening strategies for populations at r i s k of developing 
cancer of the large bowel. Earlier t h i s spring, Gottlieb, who also i s 
director of the Mallory I n s t i t u t e of Pathology at Boston City Hospital, was a 
guest panelist i n a discussion on "Manpower Issues i n Pathology: Training and 
Practice" at the annual meeting of the Massachusetts Society of Pathologists. 
SURGERY PROFESSORS PRESENT Division of Surgery fa c u l t y members gave 
GALLBLADDER RESEARCH PAPERS presentations on gallbladder research at 
meetings i n Texas and Louisiana e a r l i e r t h i s 
year. Wayne W. LaMorte, M.D., an assistant research professor of surgery, 
presented "Mechanism of Gallbladder Enlargement During Pigment Gallstone 
Formation i n the Cholesterol Fed Guinea Pig" i n a poster session at the annual 
meeting of the International B i l i a r y Association i n Houston. Erica A. 
Brotschi, M.D., an assistant professor of surgery, presented "The Role of 
Extracellular Calcium i n Gallbladder Contraction" i n a poster session at the 
American Gastroenterologic Association meeting i n New Orleans. 
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BRIEFLY NOTED Mike B. Siroky, M.D., an associate professor 
of urology, recently received the Paul 
Zimskind Memorial Award given annually by the Urodynamics Society, an i n t e r -
national organization of about 300 members, for his outstanding contributions 
to the f i e l d of neuro-urology Margaret Pritchard has been named acting 
director of the Division of Psychiatry's Social Rehabilitation Program by 
Sanford I . Cohen, M.D., professor and chairman of the Division. A search 
committee for a permanent executive director has been established to replace 
Melvin Rosenthal, M.D., a professor of psychiatry (psychology), who directed 
the program for the past year....John Hayes Mason, a medical sociologist at 
the BUSM A r t h r i t i s Center, received the 1984 Merit Award for Outstanding 
C l i n i c a l Scholarship i n Rheumatology by the A r t h r i t i s Health Professions 
Association at the organization's 19th annual meeting held i n Minneapolis, 
Minn....An abstract of "Ventilatory Response to Aerosolized Thiazinamium i n 
Chronic Bronchitis and Asthma," a paper by Sanford Chodosh, M.D., an associate 
professor of medicine and Janice M. Tuck, R.N., M.S., a pulmonary nurse 
specialist at BCH, presented at the annual meeting of the American Thoracic 
Society, appeared i n the May issue of the American Review of Respiratory 
Diseases Charles E. Fiske, associate director of BUST'S social 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n services at the Solomon Carter Fuller Mental Health Center, 
recently spoke on "Ethics of Health Care Access" at a Central Massachusetts 
Area Health Education Center conference held i n Worcester, Mass. 
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